
“If we want to remain New Zealanders, to feel 
like New Zealanders, to act like New Zealanders, 
to present ourselves to the greater world as New 
Zealanders – then we must be able to listen to 
our own voices and trace our own footsteps” 
- Michael King

The Cultural Mapping Project: an innovative project connecting 
New Zealanders to our evolving cultural heritage and 
strengthening our cultural identity and awareness. This project 
is actively inclusive, informative and encourages participation 
through community, group and individual mapping processes. 
These processes result in many different map forms and each 
informs the overall mapping project’s exploration of how New 
Zealanders see New Zealand. 



The need to strengthen cultural identity by 
embracing our cultural heritage as 
New Zealanders was recognized early by the late 
author Michael King and although that need is 
often cited, addressing that need is complex, as 
culture is itself a complex and dynamic 
phenomenon and what defines New Zealand’s 
cultural heritage is a subject of debate. 

The Cultural Mapping Project is actively engaging a broad 
demographic to address that complexity and uses a flexible 
structure* which enables the project to change and develop to 
cater for this dynamic nature. This process and structure allows 
for an informed and dynamic definition of our cultural heritage.
 
The Depot has begun an ongoing investigation into how this 
question may be answered by listening “to our own voices” in the 
Cultural Icons series and tracing “our own footsteps” in The 
Cultural Mapping Project as Michael King suggested quite some 
time ago.

*This structure is based on a rhizome or creeping rootstock a root system used by  some plants  

to produce new plants while staying connected to a central root system.



Cultural mapping is a process used by 
organisations such as UNESCO* to map 
intangible or qualitative cultural assets which 
produces an informed perspective of the current 
cultural climate which assists planning for the 
future. 

There are two key steps involved in the process of cultural 
mapping: 
Step 1: Engaging with individuals and groups to identify aspects 
of their culture that are important to them. 
Step 2: Facilitating an expression or representation of those 
identified aspects.

Cultural mapping is an innovative process for strengthening and 
connecting communities by celebrating cultural identity through 
engaging, participatory activities, applied to gather qualitative 
information about our culture that may otherwise be lost. It is a 
way to support art forms and other cultural traditions by creating 
visibility for and documentation of them by the people who 
practice them. It is also a way to create visibility of the diversity 
of cultural contribution in New Zealand. 



In August this year The Cultural Mapping 
Project’s exhibition ‘Sum of the Parts’, will take 
over The Depot’s main gallery and Kerr St 
Artspace for three weeks. The title ‘Sum of the 
Parts’ is a reflection of  how each map 
contributes to the mapping project and each of 
us play a part in our perpetual cultural 
development as individuals. 
The exhibition will include mapping examples 
which explore the contributing cultural, social 
and creative aspects of our cultural heritage and 
personal/communal identity, experience and 
expression. 

There are over twenty exhibitors in the exhibition and for many 
of the exhibitors it will be their first as cultural mapping is an 
accessible medium for people who may not consider themselves 
‘artists’. Others in the exhibition who are established and 
practicing artists may see it as an opportunity to explore new 
mediums, concepts and contexts or to contribute their personal 
wisdom and experience to an ongoing communal exploration of 
our cultural identity.



The map-makers exhibiting are from as North as 
Kohukohu and from the far reaches of the South 
Island and gallery visitors will find many ways 
that they can contribute and be a part of the 
exhibition too.

Some of the map-makers include: 
The painter Dean Buchanan who has produced two maps for the 
exhibition. Dean’s maps are large oil paintings of Lone Kauri Rd 
and each, like the road itself, have a special twist. 

Depot friend and potter, Sue Lorimer who is producing a map of 
some of the potters past and present who have worked in the 
Coromandel, Takapuna and Belmont. 

Local composer Alex Taylor who is producing a map which looks 
at the connecting influences of seminal New Zealand composers.
 

The peace movement has had considerable 
impact on our cultural development, our identity 
and our perceived identity abroad as New 
Zealanders: from the early peaceful protests of 
Te Whiti and Tohu, to VAANA and our present 
environment.
‘Peace is not merely the absence of war’ is the title for an 
installation that will take over the Outerspace gallery, as one of 
the parts of the ‘Sum of the Parts’ exhibition. The installation is a 
celebration of the past 25 years as a nuclear free country (a 
landmark worth celebrating!) and the many contributing 
individuals and events from the past that have helped us to reach 
this anniversary and to define Aotearoa New Zealand as a 
peaceful nation.



The Cultural Mapping Project was initiated in 
response to the growing public interest in the 
Cultural Icons series which is indicative of New 
Zealander’s increasing voracity to find out more 
about their own cultural identity. 

The Cultural Mapping Project facilitates a new community in-
formed exploration and representation of our cultural identity. 
‘What does Aotearoa, New Zealand, mean to the people who live 
here? Who and what has made it that way and how will it be in 
the future?’ are key questions that inform the project.

If you would like to know more or get involved please email erin.forsyth@depotartspace.co.nz or 
come and talk to us at The Depot 28 Clarence St, Devonport Auckland, 0624


